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2015 Annual Report  

L.I. Against Domestic Violence is committed to the empowerment of victims             

and survivors of domestic violence through supportive services including                          

hotline, counseling, vocational training, emergency shelter, prevention and  

education resources, and legal advocacy. 
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It can involve threats, intimidation or withholding necessities. 

Domestic violence impacts people of all ages, races, sexual orientation 

and socioeconomic status. Unfortunately, domestic violence is                   

prevalent in all communities on Long Island.   

Domestic violence is, in many ways, a silent epidemic. 

It occurs often: 1 in 4 U.S. women will experience it in her lifetime;                     

1 in 3 adolescent girls is a victim of physical, emotional and verbal abuse from 

a dating partner. 

It affects both genders: men are victims of nearly 3 million domestic physical 

assaults in the U.S. and it strikes everywhere, regardless of race, ethnicity, 

sexual orientation or income. 

Yet, domestic violence remains one of the most chronically under-reported 

crimes. And, because most people are not trained to recognize the signs,                     

domestic violence is very often under-identified. 

At L.I. Against Domestic Violence, we are working to prevent domestic        

violence and to support the women, men and children who have been victimized 

toward healing the physical and emotional wounds. 

Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behaviors used 

by one person in order to exert power and control over 

someone else within the context of an intimate partner 

or family relationship.  Domestic violence can involve 

physical, mental, emotional, financial or sexual abuse.                       
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The past year has seen many changes within the organization.  Most markedly,      

after 39 years of serving the community, we officially changed our                         

agency name from Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence to                                

L.I. Against Domestic Violence.  This change was stewarded through a careful 

and deliberate process; and as with every decision, was driven by our mission 

and ensures that we are meeting the goals we set to empower and support                   

survivors of domestic violence, as we simultaneously work toward ending                      

domestic violence.  In order to accomplish this we needed the wisdom, support 

and trust of the Board of Directors and our donors who have continued to                     

ensure the organization’s growth and  responsiveness to the community’s needs.  

Together with our dedicated staff and volunteers, who have such passion for 

our mission, L.I. Against Domestic Violence has accomplished much! 

 

This year’s Annual Report provides a snapshot of the more than 8,264 survivors, 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence reached in the past year and brief highlights of              

several initiatives underway as we set the course for the future. This is only 

possible because of the incredible support and partnerships from people like 

you. Thank you for standing with L.I. Against Domestic Violence now and into 

the future. 

 

Colleen Merlo, LMSW 

Executive Director 

A Year of Renewed Dedication 

Eric Fishon 

Board President 
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 2014-2015 Highlights 

 

 

 
 In March of 2015, the organization changed its name to L.I. Against Domestic Violence. 

 In 2015, L.I. Against Domestic Violence provided services to 8,263 survivors and reached over                          

8,000 students and professionals through prevention and training. That means we touched the lives of 

16,273 people in our communities. 

 Through a partnership with the Suffolk County Police Department, the Suffolk County Probation                           

Department and the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office, we secured a $887,198 grant from the Office of                  

Violence Against Women (OVW) to form a High Risk Team. 

 L.I. Against Domestic Violence was selected to be the recipient of proceeds from the Congregational 

Church of Patchogue’s 2nd Annual Holiday Concert. 

 We began a formal partnership with the Head Injury Association to work toward improved services for 

survivors with a brain injury.  Our collaboration is being funded by the Office of Violence Against Women 

(OVW). 

 L.I. Against Domestic Violence partnered  with Suffolk County SPCA to educate the Suffolk County                            

Legislature about the need to restore the Safe Pets and Families Act, to help arrange for safe, foster 

placement of pets belonging to anyone who seeks entry to our Safe Harbor Shelter. 

 Through our annual Paws for a Cause Walk and Family Fun Day, four rescued dogs found their forever 

homes. 

 We helped over 60 local families celebrate the holidays through our holiday drives. 

 We were able to provide transportation services, an area that had remained a huge barrier for our cli-

ents, through the generosity of National Grid’s Unmet Needs Grant. 

 Our shelter received much needed T.L.C., thanks to many generous and kind volunteers.  We have a new 

playground, new gardens and a fresh and clean paint job. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to support the lifesaving services that                                                                                

L.I. Against Domestic Violence provides. 
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 24-Hour Hotline: (631)666-8833 

The 24-hour/ 7 day hotline provides support and cri-

sis management. Our trauma-informed hotline coun-

selors provide crisis intervention, safety planning, in-

formation on options, referrals, and access to all of 

our services. The hotline is often the first point of 

contact with a client. Through the language line, we 

provide support in over 120 languages.  

The Hotline        

responded to 

5,117 calls, with 

an average of 20 

calls each day. 

Safe Harbor Shelter 

The Safe Harbor Shelter provides a safe haven exclu-

sively for victims and their children who are fleeing 

their homes to escape domestic violence.                      

Our compassionate staff work to secure physical and 

emotional safety and provide comprehensive support 

services with the goal of permanent housing and                  

lifelong healing. 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence’s Programs & Services 

“From the moment I called the hotline, I for the first time in too long, felt 

like I had somebody on my side.  [The hotline counselor] was literally a 

lifesaver. Her sympathy, compassion, and understanding really was a se-

verely needed spark on my road to becoming whole again.” 

148 residents 

stayed at  the 

shelter in 2015.  

Ensuring Safety, rebuilding lives 

“You have helped me stay alive! I know [the agency] is changing lives 

everyday [and] I want you to know that you changed my life on an ex-

treme level.” 
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 Precinct Advocacy 

The Advocacy program places a trauma informed ad-

vocate in each of the Suffolk County Police precincts 

and makes vital victim services available immediately 

following a violent incident.  Advocates provide infor-

mation about options, assist in developing a safety 

plan, and link clients with our court advocacy, shelter 

and other support services at L.I. Against Domestic 

Violence and within the community. 

Precinct Advocates 

helped                             

1,545 survivors; 

providing 1,975 

services. 

Court Advocacy 

The Court Advocacy program provides accompani-

ment to survivors at Family Court, District Court and 

Supreme Court, to provide  support and direct assis-

tance in obtaining orders of protection and linkage to 

other needed resources. 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence’s Programs & Services 

1,266 survivors 

were served  by the 

Court  Advocacy 

program; providing 

over 5,232 services. 

Ensuring Safety, rebuilding lives 

“[Sue Smith] stopped by the Precinct today, wanted us to know you are 

wonderful! You really helped and she’s very appreciative.” 

Note left for a Precinct Advocate by a Lieutenant 

“I didn't think I could walk into that court room and have to face him.  

Knowing the process and having [the advocate] there with me, gave me 

the strength to do it… and having the Order of Protection has given me 

such a piece of mind.” 
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 Counseling Services 

Our licensed counselors help survivors of abusive    

relationships reduce the traumatic impact of past 

events and gain healthy coping skills. Individuals and 

group modalities are offered to help individuals    

overcome the obstacles in their lives. 

299 adults and 

children worked 

toward                      

healing through                         

counseling. 

Legal Services 

Pro bono representation is provided to eligible clients 

in Family Court to help with securing child custody, 

visitation and support orders,                                                       

and orders of protection. 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence’s Programs & Services 

278  survivors   

received fee legal  

representation. 

“If I ever knew anyone who was in need of aid due to domestic violence, I 

would recommend them to [L.I. Against Domestic Violence].  They are 

great! I walked in the doors of [the agency] timid and scared. I had never 

sought out help, and I had never admitted details of my abusive                

relationship to anyone.  It’s safe….you can trust the staff at this agency, 

and you will learn and grow…” 

“Thank you for helping me get my life back.  I am so grateful to have had 

[an attorney] who helped me with the legal aspects of my case. I didn't 

realize how much she would also help me heal and grow.  [Her] support 

was amazing. I am strong!” 
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 Vocational Training &  Financial Literacy 

The Vocational Training and Financial Literacy                     

Program helps survivors gain the skills necessary to 

achieve economic independence to live a life free 

from abuse.  Through hands-on services, we help in-

dividuals to enhance their skills to enter or re-enter 

the job market.  The program provides tools to re-

move financial barriers and helps each client to                         

develop an individualized plan for financial success. 

97 survivors                                     

participated in the 

vocational                  

training program. 

Education and Prevention  

Our education department offers age appropriate                  

education to youth and adults to reduce the incidence of 

dating and family violence. 

Our community educators are in schools, civic-associations, 

health care facilities, day-cares, places of workshop and  

beyond, delivering vital information. 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence’s Programs & Services 

Over 8,000 people 

reached through 

presentations. 

“I wanted to thank your agency for speaking to my class today about                

dating violence and healthy relationships. [The educator] did an excellent 

program and engaged the students with information and vignette about 

relationship issues. This is a wonderful service…”. 

“I wanted to thank you for your support in helping me find my                                    

new position. Please know I appreciate all of attention you have                                         

given me over this stressful past year. I never felt alone during the                                 

interview process”. 
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Executive Director 
Colleen Merlo, LMSW 
 
Associate Director 
Wendy Linsalata 
 
 
President       
Eric S. Fishon   
     
Chairperson 
Barbara L. Nieroda, Esq.   
 
Vice President 
Dorothy Overton              
     
Secretary 
Michelle Safarian  
 
Treasurer  
Loredana Galbraith  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Members 
 
Jeannette Dye   
                                
Nicole Lambert   
  
Nancy Mion   
 
John Paniccioli   
   
Michael A.H. Schoenberg, Esq.  
 

2015 Executive Leadership/Board of Directors 
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Expenses  

Program ………………………….….$1,716,592 

Administration ……………………...$135,511 

Fundraising ……………………………..$57,220 

Total …………………………………..$1,907,323 

2015 Financial Highlights 

Revenue  

Government Contracts ……………….$925,459 

Reimbursement …………….…………..$541,989 

Fundraising/Public Support………….$280,532 

Miscellaneous ……………………….………..$2,315 

Total ……………………………………..$1,750,296 
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 Don’t feel safe at home? 

Is your partner abusing or threatening you?  

Safety and support are just a call away! 

Call our 24-Hour Hotline: 631-666-8833 

 

L.I. Against Domestic Violence 

320 Carleton Avenue, Suite 8000 

Central Islip, N.Y. 11722 

(631) 666-7181 

info@liadv.org 

Liadv.org 24-Hour Hotline: 631-666-8833 

 

 


